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Encyclopedias
	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	Allaby, Michael, and Robert Coenraads. The 

      Encyclopedia of Earth: A Complete Visual 

      Guide. Berkely: University of California 
       Press, 2008.

	978-0-520-25471-8
	$39.95
	Stunning photographs and diagrams reveal the make-up of planet Earth. Each section presents articles, maps, and of course, high quality illustrations. A glossary and index covering geological topics is a large help to students. Even though this is a highly visual source, it is a great compliment to any earth or environmental science curriculum, as students will see the beauty of Earth in a new light. 
	Science
	ARBA 2009

	Finkelman, Paul, ed. Encyclopedia of African 

     American History, 1896 to the Present: 

    From the Age of Segregation to the Twenty-  

    First Century. 5 vols. New York: Oxford 
    University Press, 2009.


	978-0-19-516779-5

	$595.00

	This text contains 1,250 entries describing the people, places, and events that have been an integral part of this period in African American history. Readers can find information on a variety of topics and each entry references suggested further readings. The last volume features entries by theme as well as includes a chronology and detailed index. This source offers a great amount of information that is easily accessible to students doing research on this topic. 
	Social Studies/ History
	Booklist 6/09


	Johansen, Bruce E. The Encyclopedia of 

     Global Warming Science and Technology. 2 

     vols. Greenwood Publishing Group, 2009. 

	978-0-313-37702-0
	$175.00
	This book features alphabetically arranged articles that describe the impact climate has on our lives. Entries address issues around the world, as well as feature photographs and suggestions for further/related readings. With language geared towards students, this is an excellent resource for research about climate, the history of global warming, and where this field of study is headed.
	Science
	Library Journal  9/09

	Krebs, Robert. Encyclopedia of Scientific 

     Principles, Laws, and Theories. 2 vols. 
     Santa Barbara: Greenwood Press/ABC-
     CLIO, 2008.


	978-0-313-34005-5
	$199.95
	Important scientific concepts, laws, theories, and principles throughout the ages are alphabetically arranged in this text. The introduction of the text lets students read a definition of what science is and moreover, what it is not. Features such as a glossary, list of notable scientists, and experiments, as well as bibliographies and indexes make this a suitable science-related source for the high school level. 
	Science
	Booklist 12/08


	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	Nash, Gary. Encyclopedia of American 

     History. 2nd ed. 11 vols. New York: Facts 
     on File, 2009.


	978-0-8160-7136-4
	$1150
	“Through an effective presentation of the core themes from American politics, culture, and society, this is definitely the single best general American history reference source on the market today.” Arranged chronologically in terms of US History, volumes feature alphabetically organized entries of people, places, and events that shaped America. Colorful maps, notable documents from history, and suggested further readings make this set, although expensive, a must have for any high school library.
	Social Studies/History
	Booklist 4/10

	Nichols, C. Reid, and Robert G. Williams. 
     Encyclopedia of Marine Science. New 
     York: Facts on File, 2008.


	978-0-8160-5022-2
	$85.00

	This text features over 600 alphabetically organized terms relating to the field of Marine Science. A wide variety of information is covered such as marine organisms, geographical features, technologies, scientific concepts, experiments, and current issues in the field. Diagrams, illustrations, charts, indexes, cross references, and easy to read entries make this an accessible and extremely useful source for high school students.
	Science
	School Library Journal 4/09

	Murphy, Bruce. Benét's Reader’s 

     Encyclopedia. 5th ed. New York: Collins, 
     2008.


	978-0-06-089016-2
	$60.00
	This text features alphabetized entries about a variety of aspects relating to literature. One can find biographies of famous literary figures as well as plot summaries of major works, character descriptions and analysis, as well as definitions of important literary terms, genres, and movements. Overall, this is a useful source for any high school student in a language arts class. 
	Language Arts
	Library Journal  3/09

	Rosen, Joe, and Lisa Quinn Gothard. 
     Encyclopedia of Physical Science. 2 vols. 
     New York: Facts on File, 2009.


	978-0-8160-7011-4
	$170.00
	More than 200 alphabetized entries about the fields of chemistry and physics can be found in this resource. Well written entries, along with chemical formulas, tables, charts, and cross references make this a helpful resource for students in science classes. Aside from specific science topics, the text offers biographies of those who have made notable contributions to these fields. 
	Science
	ARBA 2010


Dictionaries
	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	The American Heritage High School 

     Dictionary.4th ed. Boston: Houghton 

     Mifflin Harcourt, 2010.

	978-0-547-24767-0

	$26.00
	A sound collection of over 200,000 words appropriate at the high school level. The use of illustrations, word histories, and synonyms are also a nice reference for students to have. The simple layout makes it a fitting resource for a majority of the diverse users in a high school setting. It is comprehensive without being overwhelming.
	General/ Language Arts
	ARBA 2011

	Corbeil, Jean-Claude, and Ariane  Archambault. The Firefly Five Language 

     Visual Dictionary. 2nd ed. New York:  

     Firefly Books, 2009.

	978-1-55407-492-1
	$59.95

	An excellent resource for world languages, this dictionary features 35,000 entries in English, Spanish, French, Italian, and German. Entries are all terms students will come across in everyday modern life, from school to leisure related terms. Along with giving textual descriptions of terms, students will also find lovely colored images. Overall, a nice tool for visual learners immersing themselves in a new language.  
	World Languages
	Library Journal 12/09

	Daintith, John. A Dictionary of Physics. 6th ed. 
     New York: Oxford University Press, 

     2009.
	978-0-19-956001-1
	$45.00
	This source offers over 3,000 entries related to physics. Using very little jargon, these entries which vary in length, are easily understood by high school students. This is a solid collection of terms and events associated with physics, and offered at an excellent price, it is a valuable addition to a school collection.
	Science/Physics
	Library Journal 7/09

	Lindberg, Christine. Oxford American Writer’s 

     Thesaurus. 2nd ed. New York: Oxford 

     University Press, 2008.


	978-0-19-534284-0
	$40.00
	There are 300,000 synonyms and 100,000 antonyms offered in this text. Entries are alphabetically arranged in which words are defined and used in a sentence. Readers are then directed to synonyms, antonyms, and related terms. A simplistic, well laid out format with the integration of interesting facts and sidebars make this thesaurus more user friendly than others.


	General/ Language Arts
	Library Journal 2/09


	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	Nash, Gary, and Carter Smith. Atlas of 

     American History. 4th ed. New York: Facts 
     on File, 2007.


	978-0-8160-5952-2
	$85.50
	This atlas features “maps of many kinds and a variety of charts, graphs, cartoons, and newspaper clippings on topics like religions, ethic diversity, epidemics, wild horse migration, and the speed of travel from 1800-1860, all which influenced the cultural, political, and economic development of America.” This atlas was created using National Standards for United States History Project, which guarantees a scholarly source that is effective for use in the classroom. 
	General/History
	ARBA 2008

	National Geographic. National Geographic 

     Visual Atlas of the World. National 

     Geographic, 2008.

	978-1-4262-0332-9
	$100.00

	This informative atlas contains 550 beautifully detailed maps along with hundreds of color photos, satellite images, and illustrations. Topics covered throughout the world include maps on religion, energy, natural resources, climate change, as well as a section on national flags, and space exploration. For the price, this is an informative and easy to use resource. 
	General
	ARBA 2010

	Times Books. The Times Comprehensive Atlas 

     of the World. 12th ed. New York: 

     HarperCollins, 2008.


	978-0-06-146450-8
	$285.00
	This atlas is extremely comprehensive, offering an index with more than 200,000 entries. Students will find satellite images, photographs, essays, and tables on a variety of subjects such as each continent, the oceans, as well as climate change. This atlas can’t be beat in terms of breadth, accuracy, and authority. 


	General
	Booklist 5/09


Geographic Resources
Almanacs, Handbooks, & Yearbooks
	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	Bellenir, Karen. Mental Health Information for 

     Teens: Health Tips about Mental 

     Wellness and Mental Illness. 3rd ed.  

     Detroit: Omnigraphics, 2010.

	978-0-7808-1087-7
	$62.00
	An excellent resource written specifically for teens so they can understand the physical and psychological development they undergo during adolescence. Information is given on mental conditions and behavior, as well as how to make positive choices and stay mentally healthy. Teens are also directed to health organizations and government websites for further information. 
	Psychology/Child & Adolescent Development/ Health
	ARBA 2011

	College Handbook 2010. New York: College 
     Board, 2009.

	978-0-87447-846-4
	$28.95

	College bound students can look here find information on over 3,000 colleges and universities. Sectioned by state, then alphabetically, entries feature major details such as admissions criteria, degree programs, and school size, to smaller topics such as housing options and campus activities. Almost everything a student needs to narrow down college choices can be found in this unbeatable resource.
	Career Guidance
	Booklist
5/08

	Countries of the World and Their Leaders 

     Yearbook, 2009. Farmington Hills: 
     Gale/Cengage Learning, 2009.
	978-1-41443-760-6
	$367.00
	This text provides statistical and demographic information on the U.S. as well as countries around the world. Students can find information on government, political leaders, economy, and travel information. A handy resource for quick facts and figures.

	General
	ARBA 2010

	Garner, Bryan. Garner’s Modern American 

     Usage: The Authority on Grammar, Usage, 

     and Style. 3rd ed. New York: Oxford 
     University Press, USA, 2009.


	978-0-19-538275-4
	$45.00
	Although dealing with grammar, usage, and style, students will find themselves entertained by this book. Entries of individual words and how to use them comprise the heart of the text. Each features a grammar/usage issue illustrated by humorous examples. A scale of usage acceptability is also included so students can look at the correctness of a phrase/word in a given context. Overall, this is a clever approach to teaching students lessons about language usage.

	General/ Language Arts
	School Library Journal 4/10


	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	Gibaldi, Joseph, ed. MLA Handbook for 

     Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. New 
     York: Modern Language Association of 
     America, 2009.

	978-1-60329-024-1
	$22.00
	This is an excellent resource that guides students throughout the entire writing process using MLA style. Students can easily find information on the steps of the research process, grammar rules, as well as how to create citations, thus creating products that are academically honest. Aside from these easy to follow explanations, there are also countless examples for students to view. Every library should have this resource available to its students.
	General/ Language Arts
	ARBA 2010

	Turabian, Kate. A Manual for Writers of 

     Research Papers, Theses, and 

     Dissertations: Chicago Style for Students 

     and Researchers. 7th ed. Chicago: 
     University Of Chicago Press, 2007.
     
	978-0-226-82336-2
	$17.00

	Students will find a wide variety of information when writing/citing in the Chicago style. Aside from describing the research process and general writing process, information is also included on using electronic sources, the Internet, and databases. This resource seems to hit on aspects online researching that students will face—from judging authority of websites, to the precautions to take when consulting Wikipedia.
	General/

Language Arts
	Booklist 9/07

	The World Almanac and Book of Facts 2010. 
     New York: Infobase Publishing, 2009. 


	978-1-60057-126-8
	$34.95
	If students have a current general reference question, this is the source to consult. This has been called a “powerhouse” of information on virtually every aspect of life for the recent year. While most of the facts and lists are U.S. based, there is an entire section of notable information on the global scale. From entertainment and sports, to religion and the arts, this resource has it all.
	General
	ARBA 2010

	Woodward, David. World War I Almanac. 
     New York: Facts on File, 2009.

	978-0-8160-7134-0
	$95.00
	  This almanac details, in chronological order, the major events, and facts of World War I. Students will find the language easy to understand as well as brief biographies of all individuals mentioned in the entries. A useful glossary, maps, an extensive bibliography for further resources, and the overall simplistic format makes this a helpful resource to any student seeking information on this topic. 

	Social Studies/ History
	Booklist 12/09


	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	American Heroes. 3 vols. Hackensack: Salem 
     Press, 2008.

	978-1-58765-457-2
	$217.00
	Over 200 men and women from diverse backgrounds and all areas of life are featured in this set. Alphabetically arranged entries start with a quote from the person then describe his/her early life, notable achievements, and significance. Further reading lists and introductions to each entry are helpful for students doing research.
	General/Social Studies
	School Library Journal 2/09

	American Political Leaders 1789-2009. Rev. ed.   

     Washington, DC.: CQ Press, 2009. 


	978-1-60426-537-8
	$75.00

	US presidents and vice presidents, as well as members of Congress and the Supreme Court are featured in this text. Entries are sorted by type of office, and contain an introduction describing the position and selection process for it. Basic biographical information is found for each person, as well as charts comparing biographical data such as religion, ethnicity, age, etc. Although it does not go tremendously in depth, this source is useful in that it gives students a nice overview of information as well as a starting point for research of this nature. 
	Social Studies/ History
	School Library Journal 4/10

	Gates, Henry Louis, and Evelyn Brooks 
     Higginbotham.  African American National 

     Biography. 8 vols. New York: Oxford  

     University Press, 2008.

	978-0-19-516019-2

	$795.00
	“African American lives are “collected and resurrected” in this impressive set,” which describes the lives of over 4000 individuals. These alphabetical entries cover individuals such as artists, poets, political leaders, scientists, entertainers, athletes, musicians, business people, etc. This text is truly wide in scope and highlights African Americans who have forever left their mark on history and today.
	Social Studies/ History
	Booklist 6/08

	Gorman, Robert F., ed. Great Lives from 

     History: The 20th Century, 1901-2000. 10 
     vols. Hackensack: Salem Press, 2008.

	978-1-58765-345-2
	$795.00
	Over 1,300 notable lives are described in this comprehensive set of biographies. Men and women from all over the world from a vast variety of occupations are included. Each entry includes a basic introduction, information on their early life, achievements and significance given the historical context. Students can also find photographs of each person as well as a list of sources to consult for further research. 

	General/History
	School Library Journal 2/09


Biographies
	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	Johnson, Rafer. Great Athletes. 11 vols. 
     Hackensack: Salem Press, 2009.

	978-1-58765-473-2
	$1,020.00
	With over 1400 biographies, this is a comprehensive set of athlete biographies in a variety of sports fields. From Olympic sports and football, to skateboarding and martial arts, the scope of this text is vast. Volumes are divided by sport and arranged alphabetically, making it ideal to purchase single volumes based on the library’s need. Entries include a photo, basic biographical information, and feature American athletes as well as those from around the world.
	General/History
	Library Journal 12/09

	Patrick, Julian. 501 Great Writers: A 

     Comprehensive Guide to the Giants of 

     Literature. Hauppauge: Barron, 2008.

	978-0-7641-6134-6
	$29.99

	This work features the lives of 501 great writers throughout history. Arranged chronologically by the author’s year of birth, students will find basic biographical facts, information about the author’s literary style, genre, and major works. Famous quotations by the authors or about the authors, as well as photographs are also featured in this text.
	Language Arts
	Booklist 3/09

	Yount, Lisa. A to Z of Women in Science and 

     Math. New York: Facts on File, 2008. 


	978-0-8160-6695-7
	$54.00
	This text profiles 195 diverse women scientists and mathematicians who have had significant contributions to their field. Aside from basic biographical facts, entries depict their achievements as well as obstacles they had to overcome throughout their lives in order to reach success. An empowering text, especially for female students, this would be a welcome addition to high school libraries. 


	Science/Math
	ARBA 2008


	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	Birch, Dinah, and Margaret Drabble, eds. The 

     Oxford Companion to English Literature. 
     7th ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 
     2009.


	978-0-19-280687-1
	$125.00
	This edition focuses on English writers not only throughout Great Britain, but the world. Also included are more contemporary authors of both adult and children’s literature. Articles focus on brief writer biographies and describe their noted literary works. Critical analysis of themes and literary concepts are presented. Overall, an excellent resource for students to consult when writing literary criticisms. 
	Language Arts
	Library Journal 1/10

	Crean, Susan, ed. America in World History. 4 
     vols. Armonk: M E Sharpe Reference, 
     2009.

	978-0-7656-8171-3

	$299.00

	Opposed to other reference texts that look at U.S history by itself, this text describes global events that influenced or were influenced by the U.S. Arranged chronologically, political, social, and economic issues are put into a unique world perspective. Overall, this is a highly interesting source that helps students to see the effect of countries on one another when it comes to major world events.

	Social Studies/ History
	School Library Journal 2/10

	Ezra, Michael. Civil Rights Movement: People 

     and Perspectives Santa Barbara: ABC-

     CLIO Inc, 2009.


	978-1-59884-037-7
	$85.00
	The major elements and people of the civil rights movement are explored in this text. Each chapter deals with a different aspect of this time period and features entries about both well known and lesser known events. Students can also read brief biographies about key figures during this time. This book contains a vast amount of material on the entire Civil Rights movement and how it has had lasting effects on life today. 


	Social Studies/ History
	Library Journal 9/09

	Ferrara, Miranda H. Human Diseases and 

     Conditions. 2nd ed. 4 vols. Farmington 
     Hills: Scribner's Sons, 2009.  


	978-0-684-31238-5
	$407.00
	Over 450 alphabetic entries include an introduction statement about the condition, as well as information on causes, symptoms, diagnosis, and treatment. Each article refers the student to print and electronic resources, including organizations. The addition of fun facts, color illustrations, as well as glossary and index, make this the perfect source for a high school library. 

	Health/Anatomy & Physiology
	School Library Journal 6/10


General Reference Sources

	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	Gunn, Angus. A Student Guide to Climate and 

     Weather. 5 vols. Santa Barbara: 
     Greenwood Press/ABC-CLIO, 2010.

	978-0-313-35568-4

	$255.00
	These books not only describe the scientific processes pertaining to weather and climate, but also how these affect our life and the world in which we live. Students will find information ranging from general weather conditions to extreme weather events in the United States and throughout the globe. Sidebars, glossaries, indexes, and illustrations make this a user friendly resource for any high school student. 


	Earth Science/ Environmental Science
	Booklist 6/10

	Hayes, Dayle, and Rachel Laudan. Food and 

     Nutrition. 8 vols. Tarrytown: Marshall 

     Cavendish Reference Books, 2009. 


	978-0-7614-7817-1
	$479.95

	A variety of aspects dealing with food, nutrition, and how it relates to our health, are presented in 224 alphabetic entries. Students can learn about specific foods, nutritional values, kitchen/food safety, food legislation, and political issues. The set features illustrations, charts, sample recipes, indexes, glossaries, and an excellent list of other books, articles as well as reputable and up-to-date websites. Despite its high price tag, this is a useful resource for a variety of core and elective subject areas. 


	Health/Food and Nutrition/Science
	ARBA 2010

	Lerner, Brenda, and K. Lee Lerner. Scientific 

     Thought in Context. 3 vols. Farmington 
     Hills: Gale, 2008.

	978-1-4144-0298-7
	$385.00
	Entries are arranged by branch of science, such as Physics, Biology, and Earth Science, and provide information on specific topics within these fields. Each entry has an introduction, as well as describes its historical development and modern connections to our world. Students will find a chronology of scientific developments, glossaries, sources to further consult, and an index. This is a great source that gets students to realize the role science plays in our daily lives.


	Science
	Booklist 12/08

	Piotrowski, Nancy, ed. Psychology and Mental 

     Health. 5 vols. Hackensack: Salem Press, 
     2009.

	978-1-58765-556-2
	$495.00
	Alphabetically arranged entries deal with topics, theories, research, disorders, and treatments of psychology and mental health. Articles include introductions, sources to further consult, and are overall written in a way that permits student understanding. Especially helpful to students is the glossary, index, list of reputable websites and organizations, as well as a list of movies and television shows that deal with any of the topics discussed in the resource.  

  
	Psychology/ Health/ Child & Adolescent Development
	ARBA 2010


	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	Utter, Glenn. Culture Wars in America: A 

     Documentary and Reference Guide. Santa 
     Barbara: Greenwood Press/ABC-CLIO, 
     2009.

	978-0-313-35038-2
	$95.00
	This text details a spectrum of topics that continue to have strong opposing viewpoints in our society. Documents such as journal articles, speeches, and court rulings speak to social, political, and religious issues that spark debate. Each features an introduction, historical context, and entries for both viewpoints. Indexes, suggestions for related readings, and bibliographies make this an excellent source for students to research issues that are a large part of our daily life.


	Social Studies/ Sociology/ Language Arts
	School Library Journal 4/10

	Wagner, John A, ed. Voices of Shakespeare's 

     England: Contemporary Accounts of 

     Elizabethan Daily Life. Santa Barbara: 

     Greenwood Publishing Group, 2010.


	978-0-313-35740-4
	$95.00

	Students will find primary documents such as letters, plays, speeches, and poems that describe life in Elizabethan England. Aspects of this time include descriptions of society, the Church, history, the economy, religion, and the Queen. This source is unique in that guiding questions help students to interpret, analyze and reflect upon each document presented, thus making it interactive and one that encourages true critical thinking.


	Language Arts/History
	Booklist 6/10


Electronic Resources
	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	American History. ABC-CLIO, July 2010. 

     Web. 14 July 2010. 

     <http://www.abc-clio.com/>.


	
	$499.00
	Students will find over 18,000 reference entries about events, religion, politics, social movements, and key figures that have impacted U.S. history. For their research, students may search primary and secondary documents, thematic essays, and bibliographies. Countless methods to search ensure that students will come away with the information they need. This resource is reasonably priced, considering the collection of information it offers. 
	Social Studies/History
	ARBA 2009

	American Mosaic: The American Indian 

     Experience. Greenwood Press/ABC-CLIO, 

     12 July 2010. Web. 13 July 2010. 

     <http://aie.greenwood.com/>. 


	
	$330.00

	This database offers a wide array of information on all aspects of American Indian history, from before Europeans settlers up through their life today. Students will find primary documents, biographies, literary criticisms, photographs, timelines, and other resources that are invaluable research tools. With many search options and methods to narrow the scope of one’s search, this extremely informative database offers a wealth of knowledge that students can easily navigate. 

	Social Studies/History/ Language Arts
	Booklist 4/09

	Bloom’s Literary Reference Online. Facts on 

     File, July 2010. Web. 15 July 2010. 

     <http://www.fofweb.com>.

	
	$514.00
	A nice alternative to searching in print sources only for literary criticisms, this database features hundreds upon hundreds of entries. Author biographies, literary themes, specific work overviews, analysis, and criticisms provide widespread and in depth information for student papers. 

	Language Arts
	Booklist 4/07

	CultureGrams. ProQuest, July 2010. Web. 16 

     July 2010. 

     <http://online.culturegrams.com>.


	
	$0.32 per student
	Students receive up-to-date reports on 200 countries around the world. They will find facts and figures about country data, as well photographs and sound files for national anthems. Aside from data, students can get a glimpse of the culture as they learn about features of daily life. This is a great resource to help students learn about the world, but more importantly, the people around them.   

	World Languages/Social Studies
	Booklist 3/07


*Please note that prices reflect a subscription for one school year, in a high school with over 500 students.*
	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	Ferguson’s Career Guidance Center. Facts on 

     File, July 2010. Web. 16 July 2010. 

     <http://www.fofweb.com>.    


	
	$514.00
	This is an amazing resource on job industries, internships, scholarships and other career related information. Students can search by category to view job profiles or by keyword to find the career they are interested in. Aside from the requirements and skills needed for each job, students can also access information on résumé writing and job hunting. Each feature of this website provides invaluable, accurate information that every individual should consider before deciding on his/her future career. 
	Career Guidance
	Booklist 10/07

	Global Issues in Context. Gale, 12 July 2010. 

     Web. 13 July 2010. 

     <http://www.gale.com/Globalissues>. 


	
	$2195.00

	This database offers global perspectives on current issues around the world. Information is gathered from over 400 sources, such as newspapers, magazines, and scholarly journals, all giving a variety of viewpoints on current topics. Entries provide summaries, full text articles, as well as cross links to find further information. Students can also find primary sources, statistical data, and links to international organizations. Overall, an up-to-date database that can be used in a variety of subject areas. 
	General
	ARBA 2009

	Issues: Understanding Controversy and 

     Society. ABC-CLIO, July 2010. Web. 15 

     July 2010. <http://www.abc-clio.com/>.


	
	$399.00
	Here one can find information on current controversial issues, in the form of essays, articles, videos, court cases, and other primary documents. Issues are divided into general categories, and further divided into smaller topics, ranging from traditional subjects to more contemporary issues. Significantly less expensive than Gale’s Opposing Viewpoints ($1,100), this is great resource for research on current events or any pro/con paper. 


	General
	ARBA 2008

	Science Online. Facts on File, July 2010. Web. 
     16 July 2010. <http://www.fofweb.com>.

	
	$583.00
	   This database enables students to find information that aligns with curriculum standards in all fields of science studied in high school, as well as on climate, weather, astronomy, and mathematics. Aside from articles, students will appreciate information in the form of videos, illustrations, and flash animations. Links for further information, citation information, and the ability to print, save, or email one’s work adds to the overall value of this resource. 

	Science/Math
	Booklist 4/08


*Please note that prices reflect a subscription for one school year, in a high school with over 500 students.*

	Source
	ISBN
	Cost
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	U.S. Government Online. Facts on File, July 

     2010. Web. 16 July 2010. 

     <http://fofweb.com>. 


	
	$326.00
	This tool emphasizes how the U.S. Government plays a part in the every day life of its citizens. It features primary documents such as inaugural speeches, as well as biographies, maps, videos, and news articles. A dictionary with over 34,000 terms helps to ensure student understanding of presented material. 

	Social Studies/American Government
	ARBA 2010

	World Book Advanced. World Book, Inc., 16 

     July 2010. Web. 16 July 2010. 

     <http://www.worldbookonline.com>.
	
	$0.54 per student for World Book Web Advanced Differentiated Package: Student Version, World book Kids, our younger Online Spanish Language Encyclopedia, World Book Advanced and World Book Discover


	Here one can find hundreds of thousands of primary and secondary sources on virtually any topic. Aides such as dictionaries, atlases, timelines, and citation guides ensure student success in the research process. Students can customize their searches, as well as save their research and citations. This is a user friendly tool to help students delve into any content’s research project and find the information they need.
	General
	ARBA 2010

	Writer’s Reference Center. Facts on File, July 

     2010. Web. 16 July 2010. 
     <http://www.fofweb.com>.

	
	Starting at $595.00

	This database is divided into two sections to help students write effective papers—Writer’s Reference Shelf and Writer’s Resources. Writer’s Reference shelf houses a dictionary, thesaurus, and other reference works including topics such as literary terms, confused words, and slang. Writer’s Resources features essays on every aspect of the writing process, from research, to citation styles, to grammar. As it features several writing styles, this is an extremely beneficial source that can be used in a variety of subject areas. 

	General/ Language Arts
	VOYA 4/10


*Please note that prices reflect a subscription for one school year, in a high school with over 500 students.*

Free Websites
	Source
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	BBC News. The BBC, 15 July 2010. Web. 15 

     July 2010. <http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/>.
	This website offers a wealth of current information. Users can view world news by selecting the region of their choice. Other subjects include health, business, science, travel, sports, etc. A variety of features such as photographs, videos, and blogs serve to make this a site which will appeal to a variety of learners. A great source for current research in any content area.
	General

	ALA –RUSA      MARS 2006


	The Biography Channel Website. A&E 

     Television Networks, 15 July 2010. Web. 15 

     July 2010. <http://www.biography.com/>. 


	The biographies of hundreds of people can be found on this easy-to-navigate website. Students can search by category, for example, American Presidents, or simply enter the name they seek. Entries include a table of contents as well as provide photographs, video/audio clips, and give related people, terms, and other resources for further research. Students will enjoy this interactive way to learn about the lives of others.

 
	General

	ALA-RUSA   MARS BEST 2002


	"Find a College." College Board. College Board, 

     July 2010. Web. 15 July 2010.    

<http://www.collegeboard.com/student/csearch/index.html>. 


	The entire College Board website is extremely useful to students who are college bound. The College MatchMaker enables students to narrow their college search based on a series of questions. Aside from this feature, students can explore virtually any aspect of college life, from majors and athletics to dining hall options. The rest of the College Board site provides excellent information on the steps needed to apply to college, through financial aid options. Best of all, students can create a free account to keep track of their research. This is a top notch website that all high school students should visit.
	College Guidance
	Booklist 5/08

	The History Channel Website. 15 July 2010. Web. 15 July

      2010. <http://www.history.com/>.

	Students enter their topics into a search bar and are met with many reference sources. One can filter sources by format, such as photos, videos, speeches, articles, etc. Each source provides related materials/topics as well as recommended sources to view. Students will enjoy the user friendly layout of the site as well as the several multimedia features, including games. Overall, this is a thorough site that is easy to use and beneficial to the classroom.

	Social Studies
	ALA-RUSA
MARS 2007



	Source
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	Landmark's Son of Citation Machine. The Landmark Project, 

     July 2010. Web. 15 July 2010.                               
     <http://www.citationmachine.net>.  


	This resource aides students in creating citations for their work. It stresses academic honesty and giving proper credit when it is due. The site is offered in several languages and features the citation styles of MLA, APA, Turabian, and Chicago. Students learn how to create bibliographic entries, as well as in-text citations. Students choose the style in which they are working and then select the type of source for which they want to create a citation. They are then prompted to enter all necessary source information in order to create an accurate citation. Overall, it’s a wonderful site to be used in any content area in which students do research.


	General/Language Arts
	ALA- RUSA

2007


	Livemocha. Livemocha, 2010. Web. 15 July 2010. 

     <http://www.livemocha.com>.


	This is a great website as a supplementary resource in beginner world language classrooms. All students need to do is create a log in, and they are off to explore and learn a new language. Livemocha allows students to practice basic language skills and vocabulary sets, as well as access study materials and other activities for language mastery. This site appeals to many types of learners and is a fresh method to acquiring a new language.  


	World Languages
	Booklist 6/10

	The Purdue Online Writing Lab. The Writing Lab, The OWL 

     at Purdue, the English Department, and Purdue University, 

     2008. Web. 15 July 2010. <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/>. 


	This is an excellent website for all curricular areas. The OWL features countless tips for writing in the APA and MLA style. One can find skills ranging from: grammar and punctuation, the overall general writing process, as well as academic and research writing. There are tips for compiling documents when job searching as well as information on the importance of academic honesty. Students and staff alike will truly use the variety of resources available on this site.
	Language Arts/General

	ALA-RUSA
2010


	Read.gov. Library of Congress, July 2010. Web. 15 July 2010.
     <http://read.gov/>.

	This is a wonderful resource that encourages reading to people of all ages. On the teen page, they will find a list of books, authors, writing contests, and literary events. Multimedia aspects such as Author webcasts, videos, and online reading make this very appealing to teens. As it is sponsored by the Library of Congress, teens can also access its database. This is a great source to promote literacy both in and outside of the classroom. 
	Language Arts

	VOYA 6/10


	Source
	Annotation
	Curricular

Connection
	Review Source

	Smithsonian Institution. The Smithsonian, 15 July 2010. Web. 
     15 July 2010.  <http://www.si.edu/>.

	This is a fantastic website for students to access information on Science, the Arts, and History. Students can search through Research Centers, grouped by topic, or they can use Encyclopedia Smithsonian which features countless entries on Art & Science, History & Culture, and Science & Technology. Accompanying photographs, as well as suggested museums and organization websites to visit, make this a truly worthwhile resource. 


	Science/Arts/Social Studies
	ALA-RUSA

2007



	TIME. Time Inc., 15 July 2010. Web. 15 July 2010. 

     <http://www.time.com>.


	TIME offers current articles on a large scope of information. Students can find information ranging from national and worldwide issues, health and medicine, to entertainment and travel. There is a variety of multimedia forms, including photos, blogs, podcasts, and videos. Students can follow news through many social network sites as well as through RSS feed. Aside from saving information from the site, they can interact with others via online discussion posts. Overall, students will feel comfortable navigating the site, as it is easy to use. 


	General
	ALA- RUSA

MARS 2008



	"Today's Front Pages." Newseum. Newseum, 16 July 2010. 
     Web. 2 July 2010. <http://www.newseum.org>.

	This website features the front page of newspapers from around the globe. Users can access each page as well as sort papers by region. For example, after viewing the Baltimore Sun’s front page, one has the option to continue to the newspaper’s home page. Many of these newspapers have free access online, so students can research a variety of topics. Overall this is a nice site to view current topics throughout the countries or those more specific to your region. It is a convenient way to expose students to news of the moment. 
	General/Journalism
	ALA-RUSA

2010


	World Digital Library. U.S Library of Congress/ United 

     Nations Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, 16 

     July 2010. Web. 1 Jul 2010. <http://www.wdl.org>.


	"The WDL makes it possible to discover, study, and enjoy cultural treasures from around the world on one site, in a variety of ways. These cultural treasures include, but are not limited to, manuscripts, maps, rare books, musical scores, recordings, films, prints, photographs, and architectural drawings." Students search by region, and can then filter their results by time period, document type, subject, etc. Each document provides a summary as well as links to related documents. This is a wonderful way to expose students to a variety of primary documents which they can analyze and apply to their understanding of classroom material.


	Social Studies
	ALA- RUSA

2010
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Reference Bibliography Reflection





When I first started this class, I was someone who knew very little about the Reference 
Section of a school media center. I knew the materials that were needed for my students’ research


projects, but never took the time to peruse the shelves to see what the collection contained. I now 


know that this was a huge mistake, which I will not be repeating in the future. Before this class and

 
this assignment, I never knew just how much time, effort, and money went into the building and 


maintaining of a reference collection. 



When making this bibliography, I truly tried to choose texts that matched curricular 


objectives. Due to this, I found myself skipping over some of the newer titles that focused on 


subject areas that are non-existent in my high school. I must admit, I was tempted by the “cool” titles

and rave reviews, but I consistently asked myself, “Will this get used?” and was able to come to a
decision. In my current high school media center, there are titles that seem to fit into this category, 
and the media specialists stated that the circulation is little to none. Therefore, I chose titles that are
most fitting for research, based on the curriculum I see in my school. I selected titles that received 
praise for their functionality in a high school setting, and I even tried to incorporate a few titles that 
could be used across the subject areas. For example, a text about Civil Rights does meet the Social 
Studies curriculum, but it could also be used in a Language Arts class that is reading a piece that deals

with persecution. It was quite difficult to find texts that were outside of Social Studies and Language 
Arts. Many times the science texts were too difficult for students to understand, and there were
hardly any reviews for elective classes such as World Languages. Perhaps this is why I have never
personally seen research going on in several elective subject areas. This then becomes something to 
discuss with the teachers in these areas, and if there is a desire for reference materials, then the quest 
begins to find 
them!
	Throughout this process, I found myself most using Library Journal, Booklist, ARBA, and occasionally, School Library Journal.  For the most part, these reviews were extremely easy to access and understand. Only after spending some time on the Books in Print website, did it then became easy to search for sources. I personally found it most helpful to input a title that I got from another source, and compare how it was reviewed across the selection tools. This was helpful for me when I was deciding whether or not to include a resource on my bibliography.


	The most difficult part of the process was finding the price information for the databases. I spent much time on the phone, but in the end sales reps would not give me prices as I am not yet a school librarian. Thankfully, I was able to get in contact with the heads of SLM in my county, as well as my media specialists, and received pricing information from them. It definitely took more time to track down this information than I had planned. 


Although the entire process was time consuming, I now understand that it has to be. I have never before used selection resources, and can see how they are an invaluable tool. Selecting materials to supplement all of the various types of learning that goes on in a school is a difficult process. One must consider many things—audience, budget, curriculum needs, authority and accuracy of the source, just to name a few! In the end I come away with this: view your curriculum, communicate with your staff, use selection tools, and in the end, really trust that you are making the right decision. After all, it is an important one because it helps our learners expand their knowledge and ultimately produce creative thought.








